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A group of 61 Temecula Valley Young Marines, plus 12 escorts, traveled to Washington, DC, last weekend to honor war veterans. Michael Guiles, the commander of the 3rd Battalion of California Young Marines, said they would visit Arlington National Cemetery to lay a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknowns and take part in a ceremony at General Pershing’s Tomb on Veterans’ Day. 

During the weeklong trip, the Young Marines were scheduled to visit and study the monuments in Washington, DC. “We’ll have classes at each monument,” Guiles said. He made a 90-page workbook on the monuments that the Young Marines will have to fill out and turn in to their teachers when they return to school. “This is a working vacation,” he emphasized. 

The Young Marines will also turn in interviews they did with local veterans to the Library of Congress for its Veterans History Project. The project was created in 2000 by the United States Congress to collect and preserve stories of wartime service. Guiles said the Young Marines collected 45 veterans’ stories this year for the project. 

The Young Marines’ itinerary includes a visit to Fort McNair, a Marine Corps College. “We’re going to attend their ball and meet the Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps,” he said. Guiles hopes to have a surprise for the Young Marines too. “We’re going to try to get into the White House for a Battalion picture in the Rose Garden,” he said. 

Last year the Young Marines traveled to Washington, DC, on Veterans’ Day and Memorial Day. “We helped open up the World War II Memorial on May 29, 2004,” Guiles said. Each Young Marine paid $300 for plane fare, and the trip’s other expenses were paid for by fundraising they did. 

Some Young Marines shared what they are looking forward to doing on the trip: Sgt. Brian Aguilar, 17, wants to see the Vietnam Veterans Memorial; Staff Sgt. Katie Aguilar, 15, wants to lay a wreath at the Women in Military Service for America Memorial; Sgt. Joshua Guiles, 13, wants to take a photo of the Korean War Veterans Memorial lit up at night; Sgt. Nicholas Guiles, 11, wants to hear veterans tell war stories; and Lcpl. Jacob Aguilar, 9, wants to say hi to the president. 

