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The Temecula Valley Young Marines and their parents spent the Labor Day weekend holding fundraisers for victims of Hurricane Katrina. On Saturday, they held a huge garage sale at the Temecula home of Michael Guiles, the commander of the 3rd Battalion of California Young Marines. On August 29, when the hurricane hit Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana, Guiles said he gave orders to his unit commanders to start Operation Guardian Angel locally. Young Marine units nationwide and in Australia are also raising funds for Operation Guardian Angel and all the money raised is going to the American Red Cross. 

Guiles said items for the garage sale were donated by families of the 65 Young Marines in his battalion and others who heard about their fundraising effort and wanted to help. They sold furniture, computers, clothes, toys, bicycles and miscellaneous household goods and raised about $600 in the first three hours. More than 150 people stopped by the event to browse, buy and just donate cash to the cause. Guiles, a retired Marine, said that a lot of them thanked his group for what it is doing. He added that for the past three years the Young Marines, ages 8 to 18, have been active in fundraising for emergency events in the United States and around the world. “We raised $800 in three days right after the tsunami and gave it to the Red Cross,” he said. 

Guiles commented that the television news reports of New Orleans’ residents fighting with each other and hampering rescue efforts have depressed him. He hopes that the fundraising being done by the Young Marines shows them that people can work together to make things better. “We want to show the Young Marines that we’re one nation under God and patriotism is what we’re made of,” he said. Some of the group’s goals are to teach youth self-esteem, self-discipline and community service. 

Kevin Moreno, the Temecula Valley unit commander of the Young Marines, helped out at the garage sale. He is a Temecula resident and active duty Marine stationed at Camp Pendleton. He said a lot of people want to give a donation but aren’t sure how to do it. “What I’ve heard is they want to give,” he said. “We’re just a tool to get the money to the Red Cross.” Moreno and Guiles said there are six Young Marine units in the hurricane-stricken states and they’re concerned about the welfare of the ones in Louisiana because they haven’t been heard from yet. 

The Young Marines held two other fundraisers over the weekend. On Sunday, they had a car wash and detailing event at Firestone Tires in Hemet, and on Labor Day they had a car wash next to Murrieta Fire Station #2. Guiles said they would also post flyers asking for donations in the windows of Temecula Valley businesses. 

They raised a total of $3,600 last weekend with their three fundraisers.  The garage sale took in $600, the car wash in Hemet took in $700 and the car wash in Murrieta took in $2,300.  A group of girls from Shivela Middle School in Murrieta had a lemonade stand on Saturday next to Murrieta Fire Station #2 and earned $500, which they donated to the Young Marines.  And, a 5-year-old boy named Cole Franklin from Murrieta emptied his piggy bank of $100 and told his grandma he wanted to donate it to the poor people he saw on TV to help them.  His grandma gave the money to the Young Marines.  The money from the girls and Cole is included in the $2,300 total. 

If you’d like to make a donation, you can mail a check to the Young Marines. Make the check payable to the American Red Cross and write “Hurricane Relief” on it. Send it to: Temecula Valley Young Marines, PO Box 892466, Temecula, CA 92589. 

