Along with taking part in Veterans Day event, group providing service for those who can't go

By: JOHN HALL - Staff Writer 

TEMECULA ---- A group of Temecula Valley Young Marines heading to the nation's capital next month won't just be hearing and seeing history. They'll be experiencing it.

The local unit of the worldwide Young Marines organization has been selected to take part in Veterans Day ceremonies in Washington, D.C., on Nov. 11 and will be sending 32 young people ages 8 to 17 to the capital from Nov. 7 through 12.

The group's four-member color guard will present colors and all 32 will have opportunities to meet foreign dignitaries and place a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery, Michael Guiles, commanding officer of the Temecula Valley Young Marines, said Monday.

	


"Not a lot of people get to go to Arlington (cemetery), so this will be a great experience for them while they are there," Guiles said.

The trip also will provide a community service for Southwest County residents, as the local unit has offered to take flowers and other offerings people may want dropped off at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall. The Young Marines also will take rubbings from the Wall for anyone who desires one.

In preparation for the trip, the Young Marines will have some history lessons this month, in which speakers personally familiar with the Vietnam War and Arlington National Cemetery will share their firsthand experience with the youngsters, Guiles said. That, he said, will give them some background before they get there.

The Temecula Valley Young Marines took part in the Memorial Day World War II Ceremony in Washington and were received so well that they were invited back again, organizers say.

"Out of all the Young Marines units, we were one of the only ones invited from California," Guiles said. "Everyone was very excited when we found out."

Brian Aguilar, 16, and his 14-year-old sister, Katie, will be making their second trip to the nation's capital, having participated in May's Memorial Day event.

Brian said he never thought he would ever have the chance to see the things he did when he was there earlier this year. What meant the most to him, however, was the experience of talking to a number of World War II veterans, he said.

"I got to hear right from them about what happened," the Temecula Valley High junior said. "It wasn't just someone's opinion about it or something on TV."

Next month, as the Young Marines color guard sergeant, Brian will be barking out the marching commands and carrying the American flag. He says he feels proud to be able to present the flag to thousands of people at the ceremony.

Katie Aguilar is one of only two girls going as part of the Temecula Valley Young Marines.

"There were more girls that went last time (in May), so this might be a little more weird," she said with a slight laugh.

The Temecula Valley High freshman called her experience in May "awesome," commenting on how most of the places they visited were much bigger than she imagined.

The experience is one she's looking forward to again as she heads east with the Young Marines.

Seeing America's history instead of just reading about it is a unique experience, she said.

"In school, it's boring just listening to a teacher talk about it," Katie said.

"When you are there, you actually get to see everything. It's a lot more exciting," she said.

Guiles, who has been part of the Temecula Valley Young Marines for three years, says trips like this help members "gain more respect for our country and its veterans.

"It's a real nice history lesson for them," said Guiles, a retired, 15-year Marine Corps veteran.

To keep history alive for all who wish to learn, the local Young Marines unit is also taking part in the Veterans History Project.

The project, through the Library of Congress, gives those who are now serving or have served in the nation's military a chance to share their experiences.

Started in 2000, the project collects the words and written memoirs of veterans, which can then be accessed at the Library of Congress in Washington or by going to its Web site.

The Temecula Valley Young Marines will be holding two events this month at which veterans can tell their stories. Members of the Young Marines will hand-deliver the audiotapes and written notes to the Library of Congress when they make their trip next month.

On Oct. 23, veterans can come to the Murrieta Community Center, and on Oct. 24, to the Temecula Community Recreation Center to share their military and wartime experiences.

"This is the history of the United States being told through the history of that person's life," Guiles said.

Information about the Veterans History Project can be found at www.loc.gov/folklife/vets/vets-home.html.

There are about 5,000 units of Young Marines in the United States and on U.S. bases worldwide. The nonprofit organization was formed in 1958 in Connecticut, and its mission is to promote the mental, moral, and physical development of young people from age 8 through high school.

The Temecula Valley unit has about 60 members and was formed in 2000. It sends recruits through a rigorous, 98-hour training course over nine weekends twice a year, Guiles said. There, the youngsters learn American history and take part in drills and physical training.

Information about the Temecula Valley Young Marines and the free services they are providing on their Washington trip can be obtained from Guiles at michael.guiles@verizon.net.

Contact staff writer John Hall at (951) 676-4315, Ext. 2628, or jhall@californian.com.
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