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Class Outline

Young Marine Retirement Ceremony
Terminal Learning Objective: . At a Young Marine Flag Retirement ceremony perform this class.

Enabling Learning Objectives:
(1) Without the use of your guide book, “Perform the Young Marines Flag Retirement Ceremony”.
Outline:   § 8. Respect for flag

No disrespect should be shown to the flag of the United States of America; the flag should not be dipped to any person or thing. Regimental colors, State flags, and organization or institutional flags are to be dipped as a mark of honor. 

(k) The flag, when it is in such condition that it is no longer a fitting emblem

for display, should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning.
 General Knowledge
1. The flag, otherwise known as “Old Glory,” the “Stars and Stripes,” or the

“Star Spangled Banner” represents the land, the people, the government, and the ideas of the citizens of the United States of America. In 1942, congress passed the first U.S. code, which provides basic standards for honoring and presenting our flag. There is no set method for the retirement of the flag but it is generally known and strongly suggested that if the flag no longer adequately represents America that it be retired, preferably by burning. This that we have done and that we are about to do is “out of our utmost respect and undying honor” for the flag. 

2. Symbol of America
Tonight we honor the symbol of our American freedom, the American Flag as we retire her from duty. Please join me in the pledge of allegiance. Recite the pledge:

“I Pledge Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all”.

3. This is Our Flag

On June 14, 1777 the Continental Congress resolved that: The official flag of the 13 colonies would be 13 stripes of alternating red and white with a blue field of 13 white stars. The stars on the blue field would symbolize a “new constellation.” In 1782, the Congress of Confederation recognized the meaning of each color on the flag.
4. What my Colors mean to me

· The 13 stripes stand for the thirteen original colonies which are; Massachusetts, Virginia, Pennsylvania, New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, Delaware, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and New Jersey.
· The RED stripes symbolize hardiness and courage; the hardiness of the early


pioneers, the courage of the common working man and woman.
· The WHITE stripes signify purity and innocence; the purity of the idealists


who believe that each person is a child of God, and the innocence that one


strives for in they life.
· The BLUE field is indicative of vigilance, perseverance, and justice; the


vigilance to protect man’s freedoms, the perseverance that rejects all defeat,


and the justice, the goal of free men and women everywhere.
· The Stars on the field of blue embrace the fifty states as one. They are symbols of the united efforts and hope in the hearts of the many people striving to keep America great.
5. Enduring Banner
I have been the banner of hope and freedom for generation after generation of Americans. Born amid the first flames of America's fight for freedom, I am the symbol of a country that has grown from 13 colonies to a united nation of 50 sovereign states. Planted firmly on the high pinnacle of American Faith and atop unearthly plains, my gently fluttering folds have proved an inspiration to untold millions. Men and Women have followed me into battle with unwavering courage. They have looked upon me as a symbol of national unity. They have prayed that they and their fellow citizens might continue to enjoy the life, liberty and pursuit of happiness, which have been granted to every American as the heritage of free men and women. So long as men and women love liberty more than life itself, so long as they treasure the priceless privileges bought with the blood of our forefathers and those who still protect them; so long as the principles of truth, justice and charity for all remain deeply rooted in human hearts, I shall continue to be the enduring banner of the United States of America.
6. Flag Retirement

The flag(s) to be retired are marched one at a time past the color guard. Rifleman will flank the retiring colors on either side. Two Young Marines will hold the plank that is carrying the retiring flag. This march is a symbolism of the pride that was given to the American flag, this will be the last march for these colors. 
OLDE GLORY PRESENTATION

(This is performed with a slow salute from the Young Marine receiving the Flag and then from the Young Marine giving the flag)

First Young Marine (Pvt): (The Young Marine grabs the flag gently and places it to their heart. Does an about face and slowly hands the flag off to the next Young Marine. The Young Marine Salutes slowly as the flag leaves their hands.
I AM THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. MY NAME IS OLDE GLORY. 

I FLY ATOP THE WORLD'S TALLEST BUILDINGS

I STAND WATCH IN AMERICA'S HALLS OF JUSTICE. 

I FLY MAJESTICALLY OVER GREAT INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNING. 

I STAND GUARD WITH THE GREATEST MILITARY POWER IN THE WORLD. 

LOOK UP! AND SEE ME!!! 

Second Young Marine (Pfc): This Young Marine will place their left hand on top of the flag and salute slowly. They will then cut their salute slowly and grab the flag from the bottom with their right hand. They will place the flag to their heart and constitute an about face. They will hand over the flag with their left hand on the bottom of the flag. The Young Marine will render a slow hand salute as the flag is taken away. This will continue to the Commanding Officer.
I STAND FOR PEACE HONOR TRUTH AND JUSTICE. 

I STAND FOR FREEDOM!! 

I AM CONFIDENT, I AM ARROGANT, I AM PROUD. 

WHEN I AM FLOWN WITH MY FELLOW BANNERS, MY HEAD IS HELD A LITTLE HIGHER - MY COLORS ARE A LITTLE TRUER 

Third Young Marine (LCpl):

I BOW TO NO ONE! 

I AM RECOGNIZED ALL OVER THE WORLD. 

I AM WORSHIPPED - I AM SALUTED - I AM RESPECTED - I AM REVERED - I AM LOVED - I AM FEARED!! 

Fourth Young Marine (Cpl):

FOR MORE THAN 200 YEARS, I HAVE FOUGHT IN EVERY BATTLE OF EVERY WAR; GETTYSBURG, SHILOH, APPOMATTOX, SAN JUAN HILL,THE TRENCHES OF FRANCE, THE ARGENNE FOREST, ANZIO, ROME, THE BEACHES OF NORMANDY, THE JUNGLES OF GUAM, OKINAWA, TARAWA, KOREA, VIETNAM AND IN THE HEAT OF THE PERSIAN GULF AND A SCORE OF OTHER PLACES. 

LONG FORGOTTEN BY ALL, BUT THOSE WHO WERE THERE WITH ME. 

I WAS THERE. 

Fifth Young Marine (Sgt)

I LED MY SAILORS AND MARINES, 

I FOLLOWED THEM, I WATCH OVER THEM, THEY LOVE ME. 

I WAS ON A SMALL HILL ON IWO JIMA. 

I WAS DIRTY BATTLE TORN AND TIRED BUT MY SAILORS AND MARINES CHEERED ME!!!! 

I WAS PROUD! 

Sixth Young Marine (SSgt)
I HAVE BEEN SOILED BURNED TORN AND TRAMPLED ON THE STREETS OF COUNTRIES THAT I HAVE HELPED TO SET FREE. 

IT DOES NOT HURT FOR I AM INVINCIBILE. 

I HAVE BEEN SOILED BURNED TORN AND TRAMPLED ON THE STREETS OF MY OWN COUNTRY AND WHEN IT IS DONE BY THOSE WHOM WITH I HAVE SERVED IN BATTLE. IT HURTS!!! 

BUT I SHALL OVERCOME FOR I AM STRONG!! 

Company Gunnery Sergeant (Company Gunny or First Sergeant)
I HAVE SLIPPED THE SURELY BOUNDS OF EARTH AND, FROM MY VANTAGE POINT ON THE MOON, 

I STAND WATCH OVER THE NEW FRONTIERS OF SPACE. 

I HAVE BEEN THE SILENT WITNESS TO ALL OF AMERICA'S FINEST HOURS. 

Company Executive Officer or other adult personnel.
BUT MY FINEST HOUR COMES WHEN I AM TORN INTO STRIPS, TO BE USED AS BANDAGES FOR MY WOUNDED COMRADES ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE.

WHEN I FLY HALF MAST TO HONOR MY SAILORS AND MARINES AND WHEN I LIE IN THE TREMBLING ARMS OF A GRIEVING MOTHER – AT THE GRAVESIDE OF HER FALLEN SON OR DAUGHTER I AM PROUD! 

Company Commander

MY NAME IS "OLDE GLORY" LONG MAY I WAVE DEAR GOD, LONG MAY I WAVE.
7. After the ceremony 
The playing of a song such as God Bless the USA at the end of the ceremony is a befitting end to the ceremony. 

8. The Ashes
Pre dig a hole and place a marker by it, once the ashes have cooled off they can be collected and placed in the ceremonial burial box which will be escorted by riflemen to the burial site.

Lesson Summary:





During this period of instruction you have learned 

a. How to perform a Young Marine retirement ceremony.
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